
Apologetics
(Week 4)

The Existence of God - Part 2
Objectives:

I To understand the 3 classic arguments for God’s existence.
II To be able to describe the biblical and scientific evidences for these arguments.

I Introduction
The existence of a personal, moral God is fundamental to all that Christians believe.  If there is no moral God, there is no moral being against whom we have sinned, therefore salvation is not needed.
II Arguments for the existence of God – the Big Three
A Creation (cosmological)
B Design (teleological)

C Moral (axiological)

Last week we looked at the existence of God from the creation point of view.  We saw that through philosophy and science we can show that the universe had a beginning.  Therefore something caused it to come into existence.  That cause is God.

III Arguments from design

A Form of the argument
1 All designs imply a designer
2 There is great design in the universe

3 Therefore, there must be a Great Designer of the universe.

B Support for the argument

1 Paley’s Watchmaker

a William Paley (1743-1805), the Archdeacon of Carlisle, insisted that if one found a watch in an empty field, one would rightly conclude that it had a watchmaker because of its obvious design.  Likewise when one looks at the even more complex design of the world in which we live, one cannot but conclude that there is a great designer behind it.
2 Scientific Support for design
a Historical prospective – Twenty five years ago Darwinian theory seemed to dominate the discussions about the origin of life.  It was postulated that life was the outcome of essentially random mechanisms operating over the eons.  Today, we see that all the seemingly arbitrary and unrelated constants in physics have one strange thing in common – these are precisely the values you need if you want to have a universe capable of producing life.  Not only is our universe finely tuned but it appears that it was fitted from the very first moment of its existence for the emergence of life in general and human life in particular.  This is known as the “anthropic principle”.
b Oxygen content of our atmosphere.  Oxygen comprises 21 percent of the atmosphere.  That precise figure is an anthropic constant that makes life on earth possible.  If it were 25 %, fires would spontaneously erupt.  If it were 15%, humans would suffocate.
c Gravitational Constant.  If the gravitational force were altered by 1 part in 10 to the 40th (that’s 10 followed by forty zeroes), the sun would not exist, and the moon would crash into the earth or sheer off into space.  Even a slight increase in the force of gravity would result in all the stars being much more massive than our sun, with the effect that the sun would burn too rapidly and erratically to sustain life.

d Expansion Rate of the Universe.  If the universe was expanding at a rate one millionth more slowly than it is, expansion would have stopped and the universe would have collapsed on itself before any stars had formed.  If it had expanded faster, then no galaxies would have formed.
e Jupiter the great cosmic vacuum.  If Jupiter was not in its current orbit, we would be bombarded with space material.  Jupiter’s gravitational field acts as a cosmic vacuum cleaner, attracting asteroids and comets that would otherwise strike earth.
f Earth’s Rate of Rotation.  If the rotation of the earth took longer than 24 hours, temperature differences would be too great between night and day.  If the rotation period was shorter, atmospheric wind velocities would be too great.
g Earth’s 23 Degree Tilt.  If our tilt were altered slightly, surface temperatures would be too extreme on earth.
h Moon-Earth Gravitational Interaction.  Without our moon, our axis of rotation would not be constant or stable.  We would not have defined seasons without our moon.  In fact, without our moon we would have huge temperature swings and earth would not sustain life.

i The Moon’s Size.  If the moon were larger, the earth’s rotation would slow down too much and we would again have huge temperature variations.

j The Earth’s Size.  Our planet appears to be just the right mass to support life.  The earth is big enough to hold its atmosphere and keep the heat from our interior from being lost too fast.  If it were smaller, it would cool down too fast, like Mars or it would not be able to maintain its atmosphere.  If earth were bigger, the tectonic plates would not be able to push up mountains and land masses and the earth would be completely covered with water.

k The Earth’s Orbit Around the Sun.  The earth has an almost circular orbit.  If it were not circular, our temperature extremes would not allow life.

l Cell Complexity.  Recent discoveries in micro-biology have shown that the cell is not a gelatin blob like Darwin postulated but is actually an extremely complex system of machines each designed to perform a specific life giving function.  Without any one of these machines the cell would fail to function and life would not be possible.  The principle of “irreducible complexity” was introduced by Michael Behe in his book “Darwin’s Black Box”.  We will look at this in more detail when we look at evolution.  The irreducible complex discovery of the cell shows that evolution cannot have created the cell and that design is inherent in it.

3 Conclusion – Modern science supports the “Watch Maker” argument for design.  Nobel Laureate Arno Penzias, co discoverer of the radiation afterglow put it this way: “Astronomy leads us to a unique event, a universe which was created out of nothing and delicately balanced to provide exactly the conditions required to support life.  In the absence of an absurdly-improbable accident, the observations of modern science seem to suggest an underlying, one might say, supernatural plan.”
IV Arguments from Morality
A Form of the argument

1 Moral laws imply a Moral Law Giver.
2 There is an objective moral law.

3 Therefore, there is a Moral Law Giver.
B General discussion – 
1 Is there really a universal set of moral obligations?

a Thomas Jefferson wrote in the Declaration of Independence, “Nature’s Law” is “self-evident”.  You don’t use reason to discover it, you just know it.

b Each one of knows that love is better than hate, that courage is better than cowardice.

c Reasons we know the Moral Law exists:

i Moral Law is Undeniable

ii We know it by our reactions

iii It’s the basis of human rights

iv It is the unchanging standard of justice

v It defines the real difference between moral positions (e.g., Mother Teresa vs. Hitler) 

vi Since we know what’s absolutely wrong, there must be an absolute standard of rightness

vii The Moral Law is the grounds for political and social dissent

viii If there were no Moral Law, then we wouldn’t make excuses for violating it.

2 Moral laws do not describe what is, they prescribe what ought to be.  Moral laws are not known by observing what men do, they tell us what men ought to do, whether they are doing them or not.  Thus any moral law comes from outside the universe and requires a transcendent cause.  This cause is God.

3 Biblical support – Rom 2:12-15, man has no excuse because there is a law written on their hearts.
V Conclusions
A All three classic arguments for the existence of God stem from the idea of causality.  If something is made to begin, or is designed, or if there are things such as morality, then we can conclude they were caused and therefore there is a causer or Creator.
B Additionally, each argument seems to demonstrate a different attribute of God, along with his existence.  For example, the cosmological argument (creation) shows that God is infinitely powerful; the teleological argument reveals that he is intelligent; the moral argument demonstrates that he is moral.
C Science is more and more pointing to a Creator and less and less to a random chance event for creation.  Like Paul introduced the Athenians to the “known” God, we can likewise introduce the non-believer to the real Creator.

VI How do we use this information?

A If asked to explain why you believe that God exists.
1 Start with Romans.

2 Then explain the evidence that nature provides us
a Creation appears to have a beginning

b The universe appears to have design

c We are all aware of moral absolutes

d All of these things were caused and therefore had a “causer” which is God.

B Use these arguments to question someone who says he doesn’t believe in God’s existence (have them account for the preponderance of evidence for His existence, help them see your side of the argument).  Posing questions that state your position are much less threatening than debating your point with them.

We have shown that there is a God who created the universe.  Next we will look at how he revealed himself to mankind through the Bible and lastly we will look at the deity of Christ and how he came to earth to redeem us.
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