
Apologetics
(Week 3)

The Existence of God - Part 1
Objectives:

I To understand the 3 classic arguments for God’s existence.

II To be able to describe the biblical and scientific evidences for these arguments.

I Introduction
The existence of a personal, moral God is fundamental to all that Christians believe.  If there is no moral God, there is no moral being against whom we have sinned, therefore salvation is not needed.
II Arguments for the existence of God – the Big Three
A Creation 
B Design
C Morality
III Arguments from Creation
A Premise:  Since there is a universe, it must have been caused by something beyond itself.  This is based on the Law of Causality, which says that every limited thing is caused by something other than itself.
1 Romans 1:19-20 – the attributes of God are clearly seen in the creation of the world

2 Historically, the argument from creation is the most widely noted argument for God’s existence

a Part of this reasoning was developed by early Christian thinkers and later Muslim philosophers to refute Aristotle’s teachings that God wasn’t the creator, he only imbues order to it and that God and creation are both eternal and without need of a cause.  The argument for God’s existence from creation is called the kalam  (Arabic for “eternal”) cosmological argument.
b Recent discoveries in science lend credence to this argument.
B Form of the Creation argument
1 Whatever begins to exist has a cause.

2 The universe began to exist.
3 Therefore, the universe has a cause and that cause is God.

C Support for the argument

1 Philosophical Support for a starting point to the universe – very boring and confusing so we will skip
2 Scientific Evidence

a Discussion of good (firm evidential support) and bad (little or no evidential support) science

i Evolution – bad science

ii Big Bang – good science
iii Why discuss science at all?  Apologetics is about reasoning with non-believers in order to remove the obstacles to hearing the gospel. 
iv Big Bang does not equal evolution – Darwin was no Albert Einstein!!

v We will refute evolution in detail during another class

b Historical prospective – Before the Big Bang theory, the assumption among secular scientists was that the material world was eternal (ala Carl Sagan).  Christians have denied this on the basis of biblical revelation.

c Big Bang Cosmological Evidence for a creator

i Summary of Big Bang – Albert Einstein developed the Theory of Relativity in 1915.  He was shocked to discover it did not allow for a static universe.  The universe should either be expanding or contracting.  Alexander Friedman developed models based on Einstein’s theory in 1920 that predicted the universe was expanding.  So if you went back in time, the universe would go back to a single origin before which it did not exist.  Fred Hoyle called the point at which the universe began the “Big Bang”.  This is an unfortunate term since it conveys a chaotic or random nature which is not the case at all.
ii Empirical Evidences for this theory

· Hubble in 1929 discovered that the light coming to us from distant galaxies appears redder than it should be and that this is a universal feature of galaxies in all parts of the sky.  Hubble explained that this red shift was due to the fact that the galaxies are moving away from us as predicted by the Big Bang Theory.
· George Gamov predicted that if the Big Bang really happened than the background temperature of the universe should be just a few degrees above absolute zero.  In 1965 two scientists discovered the universe’s back ground radiation – and it was about 3.7 degrees above absolute zero, as predicted by the theory.
· The origin of light elements (helium or hydrogen) cannot be created like the heavy elements (carbon and iron) which are created in the interior of stars and then exploded through supernovae into space.  The light elements need a much more powerful furnace to create them.  These elements must have been forged in the furnace of the Big Bang itself at temperatures that were billions of degrees.

· Summary – The predictions of the Big Bang have been consistently verified by scientific data.  Moreover, they have been corroborated by the failure of every attempt to falsify them by alternative scientific models.

iii Conclusion – The universe is not a static eternal existing object.  It had a beginning and therefore it had a Beginner or Creator!!

3 What about the 6 days of creation described in the bible?

Don’t lose the opportunity to discuss creationism with someone because you are dogmatic in your belief of 6 literal days.  This can be a real stumbling block to someone who has just realized there is indeed a creator.  How long it took to do it is secondary to “Who” did it.  Let the “how long” debate be “in house” and not be a separator.
Next week we will continue to look at evidence for God’s existence through the apparent design of our universe and the moral truth that exists in all of mankind.

Christ Presbyterian 
4 of 4

