
Apologetics
(Week 10)

Da Vinci Code – Fact or Fiction?
Objectives:

1. To understand the claims about Christianity made in the Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown.

2. To understand how to refute these claims.
I Introduction – What is the Da Vinci Code?
A A popular fiction novel by Dan Brown written in 2003 and movie in 2006.
B It has sold more than 7 million copies in one year (this is a record).

C It is a murder mystery novel with a fast paced plot with many twists and turns, and unfolding puzzles.

D It is work of fiction that puts forward certain ideas as true and a good number of readers are accepting them as true.  Some of the false claims are:
1 Jesus was married to Mary Magdalene, and their bloodline continues today.

2 Jesus’ true teachings had to do with the worship of the “sacred feminine”.
3 The church suppressed His message with its patriarchal institutions and dogmatic theology, twisting the teachings of Jesus into an oppressive, life denying system of harsh moral rules, the subjugation of women, the repression of sexual freedom, and sinister conspiracies to control society.
4 Traces of the true Christian goddess worship can be found throughout Western history in literature, and architecture, because the true faith has been preserved by an elite secret society.
II Why is this important to apologetics?
A God tells us to contend for the faith

1 2 Cor 10:5 – tells us to confront (demolish) issues that prevent people from knowing God.
2 2 Tim 2:24-25 – with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition so that God may grant them repentance leading to knowledge of truth.

B Opportunities to discuss Jesus with people who have read the book and seen the movie
1 Neighbors

2 Coworkers

3 Strangers

III Basis of the book’s theology- Gnosticism
A Gnostic Theology
1 Early church heresy (1st century), that attempted to reshape the gospel along “spiritual” lines
a Jesus was not a man but a spirit, he only appeared to die on the cross (Docetism)

b One must reject the objective creative order in favor of an inner-directed secret knowledge about life.

2 They accepted the idea of salvation, the idea of a supreme deity, and the idea of heavenly beings at work in the universe.

a This explains how they were able to linger around the edges of the early church

b In entering, however, they intended to “purify” the basic ideas from what they considered the low and crude interpretations that a materialistic Christianity had somehow introduced.

3 Dualism is the basis belief of Gnostics.  They believe that the world is ultimately divided between two cosmic forces, good and evil (ying and yang).

a Like the Greeks, they identified evil with matter.

b Thus, they regarded any Creator God as wicked.
c The ultimate deity could have no contact with the material world, the Gnostic explained creation by a series of emanations.
i Like sunbeams, the true god sent emanations that were extensions of his power yet distinct.  The God of Israel is one of these.  But since he is involved in the material world, he is evil.  Also man became involved with him and needed to be redeemed.

ii The spirit being Christ came into Jesus of Nazareth when he was baptized and departed from him when Jesus was arrested.  This kept him separate from the evil material world.

iii The whole idea was to get away from a human savior.  (Note the Apostle’s and Nicene Creed wording about God, creation, Jesus)

iv The first real test of faith for Christianity was not Christ’s deity but his humanity!

4 Believers were given a certain amount of “knowledge” from God.  There were several spiritual classes of people

a Upper Class – illuminated with the perfect knowledge of God

b Middle Class – some knowledge, but mainly lived by simple faith

c Lower class – incapable of any knowledge

5 Salvation comes through higher knowledge.

a All human beings existed in a spiritual realm of light until some tragedy caused them to start to be imprisoned in fleshly bodies.

b Gnostic salvation comes through freeing the soul from the body, enlightenment similar to Buddhism.

c To achieve this enlightenment you must have the secret knowledge from God.

6 Jesus passed this secret knowledge to his true disciples and had hidden it from the materially blinded Jews who founded the church.  He was not a savior but a bringer of knowledge.

7 Sexual immorality is not problematic since the physical body doesn’t matter, also gender distinctions are illusions.
B First Church leaders dealt with Gnosticism

1 Simon the Sorcerer of Samaria was considered the first Gnostic (Acts 8)

2 Many others followed.  Gnosticism continued into the 4th century.

a Irenaeus, bishop of Lyons, wrote 5 books against the Gnostic heresy at the end of the 2nd century

3 The early church clarified many of its convictions due to the Gnostics.   The Apostles Creed was probably the best known example.

C Early Sources of information about Gnosticism
1 Discoveries at Nag Hammadi

a 1945

b Two ancient Gnostic codices

i Gospel of Thomas was part of this discovery

2 Other later discoveries in 1955

a Gospel of Mary Magdalene

b Acts of Peter

c Gospel of Truth

D Modern forms of Gnosticism.

1 Holy Blood, Holy Grail

a Written in 1982

b Uses Gnostic Gospels as its basis

c Was used by Brown to write Da Vinci Code.

d Claims the Gnostic Gospels came before the Gospels in Scripture.

2 Jesus Seminar teaches the same false ideas.

a Based on the Gospel of Thomas

3 New Age Movement holds to many of the teachings of Gnosticism.

IV What’s the truth? (We will only have time to discuss the major issues)
A The historical evidence for the truth is overwhelming compared to the evidence Brown sites.  By using reason and logic we conclude that his work is nothing but lies.

B The Scriptures and Emperor Constantine
1 Da Vinci Code Claims (DVC pgs 231-234)
a Bible was collated by pagan Roman emperor Constantine

b Christian Scriptures “evolved” through countless translations, additions, and revisions.

c Constantine commissioned and financed a new Bible which omitted those gospels that spoke of Christ’s human traits and embellished those gospels that make him God like.  The earlier gospels were gathered up and burned.

d Some of the gospels Constantine tried to destroy managed to survive.  Dead Sea scrolls and Nag Hammadi texts are examples.  Vatican tried hard to suppress the release of these scrolls.  These scrolls are the earliest Christian records.

e The Council of Nicea voted on Christ’s deity.  It was a very close vote.

2 The Truth (which is not relative!!)

a Constantine was not a lifelong pagan.

b After his conversion, he remained a tolerant emperor, having seen the persecution of the Christians before his rule.

c Constantine did not collate the bible or finance a new one.  Nor did he order the destruction of gospels.
i OT was compiled before Jesus’ time.

ii NT was compiled 200 years before Constantine.

iii The list of NT texts did not “evolve” but was recognized by early church leaders within 200 years of Christ’s resurrection and has remained constant every since.

iv The final lists between the Eastern and Western churches was confirmed at the council of Hippo (393) and council of Carthage (397), Eastern church used same list in 367 and later confirmed in 500.
v All three dates are after Constantine’s death.

vi Constantine did ask Eusebius, a bishop, to make 50 copies of scriptures.  Eusebius made the copies using his own list of widely known texts which include all the works in today’s NT and Greek versions of the OT.

vii There is no NT evidence to support that Eusebius embellished the texts.  Almost all of the existing texts confirm the accuracy of the gospels to the originals.

viii The real Gospels not only show Jesus’ human traits but were the basis of the support for this doctrine.

ix Constantine did order the destruction of Arius’ writings (none of which were gospels) which were rejected in the Council of Nicea (325).  He did not order the destruction of the Gnostic gospels.

d The Gnostic gospels from Nag Hammadi are actually dated by most scholars to be written between 250 and 350 A.D.  The originals are dated between 150 and 200.  In other words, the Gnostic texts were written after the gospels.  They were late arrivals, which is one reason why church leaders rejected them.

e The Gnostic gospels not only disagreed with the older real gospels, but they were not written by those persons whose names are attached to them.  No one knows who wrote the texts.

f The Council of Nicea did not deify Christ (Arius wanted to remove his deity).

i The debate in Nicea was about whether Jesus was coeternal with the Father, not whether or not he was deity.  The vote was 300-2.
C Mary Magdalene, the Church, and Goddess Worship
1 Da Vinci Code Claims (DVC pgs 37, 124, 125,233, 238, 244, 246 - 248)

a Jesus was married to Mary Magdalene.

b The early church distorted Jesus’ original message and led a campaign to eliminate the sacred feminine in order to control the masses that were into goddess worship.

c There was a conspiracy to cover up the true identity of Mary Magdalene.

d The church burned over 5 million women in witch hunts during medieval times.

2 The Truth (still absolute!!)

a Brown asserts the Gnostic gospels claim that Mary Magdalene was married to Jesus.  None of these texts (including the Gospel of Mary Magdalene) make this claim.
b Ancient paganism was neither matriarchal nor patriarchal.  It was certainly not unified in its belief system.  There were usually dozens of gods and goddesses.  The kind of all-pervading goddess the Brown exalts is a relatively recent concept. 
c Christianity continues to be the one religion that consistently elevates women to equal status under the eyes of God.  All other religions put women in a lesser position. 

d Even the Gnostic gospels do not assert that Mary Magdalene was to be the head of the church instead of Peter.

e It is certainly an ugly fact of history that the church was involved in witch hunts, but the witch hunts that are described by Brown are not accurate.  The church did participate in witch hunts under a document known a Malleus Maleficarum.  This document persecuted men and women, not just women.  Most of the victims were not killed by Catholics or officials of the Church, but were executed by the state.  The vast majority of the witches were condemned by secular courts.  During the 400 years in which the witch hunts took place the highest historical records of deaths is 100,000 not 5 million.  20 to 25 percent of the witches executed were male.  The persecutions were actually a collaborative enterprise by men and women on a local level, not just church male leadership.  Most accusations were made by women against other women.
D The Priory of Sion and the Knights Templar
1 Da Vinci Code Claims (DVC pgs 113, 158 – 160)
a The Priory of Sion is a secret society who communicates the truth about Jesus and the early church.
b The Priory of Sion was founded in Jerusalem in 1099 by a crusading French King.

c Hidden documents buried beneath the ruins of Temple in Jerusalem corroborated this secret.

d The great secret is the birth of daughter to Jesus and Mary M.  This bloodline continues today through the Merovingian dynasty of French Kings.

e The Prior of Sion created the oldest of the churches military orders: the Knights Templar.   The knights discovered the secret documents and blackmailed the church to become rich and powerful.  The church persecuted them out of existence.
2 The Truth (still objective!!)

a The Prior of Sion was founded in 1956 in France.
b The Prior’s role in this novel is supposedly “proven” by a cache of documents that were discovered in the Bibliotheque National in Paris.  These documents really do exist, but they were planted by a person named Pierre Plantard.  Plantard’s hoax was actually exposed in a series of French books and a BBC documentary in 1996.  Plantard turned out to be an anti-Semite with a criminal record for fraud.  The most important strand of the Da Vinci Code is a total hoax.

c Born during the crusades to protect pilgrims to and from Jerusalem, the Knights Templar did indeed exist.  They became very wealthy by taking gifts and donations for protecting the pilgrims.  When the crusades were over they returned to Europe and continued to amass wealth.  The monarchy actually persecuted them for their wealth not the church. 
E What about Da Vinci himself?

1 Da Vinci Code Claims (DVC pgs 45, 96, 113, 119, 120, 121, 231, 248)

a Da Vinci left clues in his many paintings about the secret he guarded as a grand master of the Prior of Sion.

b Mary Magdalene is in his painting of the last supper.

c Mona Lisa is a self portrait of Da Vinci showing his feminine ties.

2 The Truth (which will set you free!!)

a The assertion that Da Vinci was in the Prior of Sion is based on Plantard’s forged documents.

b The person who is supposed to be Mary M in the last supper painting is actually John.  If it was Mary, then John is missing!

c The Mona Lisa is a portrait of Madonna Lisa, the wife of Francesco del Giocondo.

V Conclusion (taken from Abanis book)
A A person’s faith is an intensely emotional and highly sacred thing.  Consequently, the religious views of all people must be shown respect and tolerance.
1 This is not to say that everyone need agree on everything in order to get along, especially when it comes to complex issues like the Bible, Christ’s identity, and the way to salvation.

2 It does mean we must strive to be as accurate as possible when discussing such topics.

B Dan Brown’s Da Vinci Code does just the opposite.

1 It is almost committed to misrepresenting a religious faith that hundreds of millions of people believe and hold dear.

2 This is not even a “Christian” issue.

a  The issue is fact vs fiction, accuracy vs inaccuracy

b It would be just as offensive if it misrepresented Islam.

C The most flagrant aspect of Brown’s book is that he utterly warps Christianity in order to disagree with it – to the point of completely rewriting a vast number of historical events.

D Making matters worse has been Brown’s willingness to pass off his distortions as “facts” with which innumerable scholars and historians agree.

E The truth of Christianity

1 We are a religion solidly based on a variety of historical documents collectively known as the New Testament.

2 These texts plainly tell the story of Jesus of Nazareth, who claimed and proved to be God.
3 These claims have been widely accepted by millions of believers around the world.

4 Christianity is not anti-women but is in fact one of the most pro-female religions in existence.  See Gal 3:26-28.

F Many of Brown’s distortions are now being hailed as fact.

G We need to be ready to give our defense (remember gentleness and respect!).  

H We can stand strong in Pv 12:19

 “Truthful lips will be established forever, but a lying tongue is only for a moment.”
Next week we take on Evolution.
Christ Presbyterian 
7 of 7

