Raising our Children…for Worship

Hear O Israel:

The Lord our God, the Lord is one.

Love the Lord your God with all your heart,

with all your soul,

and with all your strength.

These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.

Impress them on your children.

Talk about them when you sit at home

and when you walk along the road,

when you lie down and when you get up.

Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.

Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.






-Deuteronomy 6:4-9

What is the chief end of man?  Man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

-Westminster Shorter Catechism #1

“Every autumn I have a spate of letters from fond parents, teachers, guardians, and monitors, appealing to me to follow up such-and-such a youngster who is away from home at College for the first time, and who has to be hunted, followed, shadowed, intercepted and driven to Christian meetings.  I have scarcely ever known this desperate technique to work.  I understand the panic of parents and guardians, but it is too late then to try high-pressure tactics.  Prayer, example, and precept, in that order, are the means of bringing up children and young folk in the faith…Nothing takes the place of the realism of holy living and secret wrestling before God in prayer for our youngsters.  We must commit them to God so utterly that we dare not interfere or tamper with their precious souls.”

The Family Altar

Moses in Deuteronomy 6 stresses the importance and places the responsibility for the spiritual nurturing of the children in the hands of the parents.  These verses begin with a confession of faith (Jewish Shema), followed by a summary of the commandments (repeated by Jesus), followed by practical instructions for imparting these things to future generations.

J.I. Packer points out that for our Puritan forefathers family worship was vitally important to the life of the family.  
“Every home should be a church, with the head of the house as its minister.  Daily, and indeed twice daily, the Puritans recommended, the family as a family should hear the word read, and pray to God.  Sunday by Sunday, the family should seek to pool the profiting of its members from the public ordinances; day by day, its members should seek to encourage each other in the way of God.  Parents must teach their children the Scriptures; all members of the household must be given time and a place to pray.  Thus, informally, but conscientiously, the worship and service of God in the home must be carried on.”

Practical Considerations

If your children are in your home for 18 years
:

· You have 5,360 occasions (6 times per week) for family worship

· If you learn a new psalm or hymn each month they will be exposed to 216 songs of faith

· Reading a chapter of Scripture per time your child will have heard/read the Bible through 4 ½ times by the time he/she enters college.

· Every day they will have affirmed a creed or recited the 10 commandments

· Every day they will have confessed sins and plead for God’s mercy

· Every day they will have interceded for family, friends, neighbors, schoolmates…

Cumulative effect of 15 minutes per day (6 times per week) for 18 years:

· 1 ½ hours per week in family worship (about the length of one in home Bible study or church worship service)

· 78 hours per year (about the length of the meeting hours of seven weekend retreats)

· 1,404 hours over the course of 18 years (about the length of the assembly hours of forty week-long summer camps)

Possible Format

Option 1 -


-Call to Worship


-Prayer


-Hymn/Psalm (sing the hymn/psalm for a week/month to gain familiarity)


-Confession of Faith (Apostles’ Creed; Nicene Creed; Sections of Catechism…)


-Reading of Scripture


-Discussion


-Catechism


-Prayer for Family, Friends, etc.


-Benediction

*Important to help our children and remind ourselves of why we do these things.  Why are we called to worship?  Why pray?  Why sing, confess our faith?  Why do we read scripture as opposed to Chronicles of Narnia?  

Option 2 –


-Follow the pattern from the previous Sunday’s bulletin.  

-Work on memorizing the Call to Worship and Assurance of Pardon.  

-Read and discuss the Scripture reading (break the verses down into certain verses 

per day).  

-Ask questions like Which author wrote this?  What was his point?  Why do you think he used these words?  Why do you think God thought it was important for us to know this?  When, today/this week, would it have been good for me to remember this?

Suggested Resources

The One Year Chronological Bible – Tyndale House Publishing 


Available at Amazon.com for $12.99

The Family Worship Book – Christian Focus Publishing


Available at GoodTheology.com for $15.99



-Sections include:  Calls to worship, prayers of confession, assurances of 

pardon, creeds and confessions of faith, psalms and hymns.

The Westminster Shorter Catechism Songs; Volumes 1-4 – by Holly Dutton


Available at Good Theology.com for $10 per CD


Samples can be heard at www.reformedmusic.com/wsc.asp
-Never used this before but found this resource and listened to the samples.  Might be effective for children who learn audibly.  

Reading the Bible – The Banner of Truth Trust


Available at Christianbook.com for $2.00



-One year Bible reading plan

Daily Bread – Bible Reading Plan of Robert Murray M’Cheyne 


Available for free online at http://hippocampusextensions.com/mcheyneplan.html


-Daily readings split up into “family” and “secret” sections

Westminster Confession of Faith; G.I. Williamson Study Guide


-Available at Covenanters’ Corner (IPC Bookstore in Memphis), 

GoodTheology.com, Great Commission Publications, etc. for about $17.00

Westminster Shorter Catechism flash cards; 


-Available at www.gcp.org for $8.95

Catechism for Young Children;


-Available at www.gcp.org and GoodTheology.com for about $1.00

Trinity Hymnal – Great Commission Publications


-Available at GoodTheology.com for $18.00

Trinity Psalter – Crown and Covenant Publications


-spiral bound with music; available at GoodTheology.com for $20.00


-words only; available at www.rts.edu/BookStore
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