Parenting Children with Different Personalities and Temperaments
I.
Different Temperaments

A. Sanguine

Characteristics:  

Friendly, Talkative, Cheerful disposition, Sometimes boisterous, Daredevil, Impulsive, Eager to please

Response to punishment:

Intends to be obedient, but get distracted by curiosity. Easily forgets past punishments and does not consider the problems his disobedience may present him.

Response to the Gospel:



     Is responsive to spiritual things, and may come to Christ early. 

He may walk in and out of fellowship with Christ because he is a follower without strong convictions, but is usually willing to repent and start over again.

They need careful guidelines to direct them as they walk through their youthful years

B. Choleric


Very independent, self sufficient, strong willed, determined spirit, sometimes blunt, sarcastic speech, has to be the boss of the group.

Response to punishment:


May respond by screaming and complaining loudly while on the way to his room for punishment. Dramatic and want to believe they are in charge by acting this way. They do not get over discipline quickly, they pout for a long time.

Response to the Gospel:

Will be most responsive to the gospel up to age twelve. After this age his confidence grows with maturity and he will rarely feel the need for a Heavenly Father. His natural characteristic is not to be a leaner, and it becomes difficult for him to depend on the Holy Spirit for help and guidance. His motto is “I CAN DO IT MYSELF”.


 C.
     Melancholy

Characteristics:

Most gifted/creative/artistic, deep thinker, sensitive, perfectionist, easy to get feelings hurt, and to feel inferior, faithful friend, conscientious. Can suffer from depression, can not handle criticism.

Response to punishment:

Parents need to be very careful with discipline of these children. Responses - feels inferior, easy to have feelings hurt, believes that others do not like them.  He may possibly learn to escape reality by living in a fantasy world. The wise parents will continually bring him back to face his wrong doing, confessing it and facing the consequences that accompany it.

Response to the gospel:

He may have a hard time accepting the fact that Jesus died for his sins solely because He loved them. They feel inferior, how could Jesus love someone so inferior? They do not understand that they do not have to deserve it.

C. Phlegmatic
Characteristics:

Most enjoyable to raise! Naturally quiet, easy going and calm, undemanding as a baby, introvert, not easily motivated, selfish, spectator of life.

Response to punishment:

Generally discipline is not a significant issue. Easy to discipline.
Response to the Gospel:

He may become easily uninvolved with his peer group and activities that benefit him socially and spiritually. He should be constantly encouraged to stay involved and to participate and not be just a spectator.

II.
Training the Total Child
Proverbs 22:6
Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he 
will not depart from it.

· “TRAIN UP”
The Hebrew word for this relates to the inside of the mouth, and refers to the use of a bit or bridle that is placed in the mouth of an untrained horse. James 3:3 gives further explanation of the use of a bit “when you put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal”.

It is necessary to train, or to bring the child into submission, in order that he      

     will obey us and turn about his whole direction.

This is turning them from their own selfish, sinful ways to obediently follow 

Jesus Christ.

· “A CHILD”

The Hebrew word used for child in this verse is the same found in several other passages.

 I Samuel 4:21 Referring to a young infant that just been born
 Genesis 21:14 uses this word when it refers to Ishmael who was fifteen   

 years old

Genesis 37:30 makes reference to the child Joseph at Seventeen years of age
Genesis 34:5 is referring to Jacob’s daughter who was marriageable age
The time span here for “a child” is can be from infancy until he leaves home to marry.

· “IN THE WAY HE SHOULD GO” 

 This phrase more literally means “in keeping with his way” or “in 

 accordance to the way he was designed by God”.

 Parents must discover “his way” and adjust their training to it. The child’s “way” may well refer to his temperament that was ordained by his Creator.

 Children with different temperaments cannot be trained in the same way.  

 Our children must be trained in the way that God designed for him.
· “AND WHEN HE IS OLD”

The word old here does mean 60 or 70 years old. It refers to a male when he begins to grow hair on his face or is entering the age of maturity.

· “HE WILL NOT DEPART FROM IT”

What a comforting promise! God has promised that a child will not depart from his parents training if they have done what He asked them to do.

      A. Did God go back on his promise?

 Some parents would argue they did what they are supposed to do. 

 It is more than:



Setting a good example




Taking them to church on Sunday



Loving them



Providing for them.

  So what is we are supposed to do?

  Children have to be taught to obey their parents so they will obey God!

       God expects us as parents to:

1. bring our children under subjection

2. teach him obedience

3. turn him from evil toward Jesus Christ

4. train him the way God designed him

5. train him from infancy until he leaves home

God’s promise:

If we have fulfilled God’s request our child will not depart from our training when he reaches maturity. 

B. What do parents do when they realize they are already negligent and time is 

swiftly passing? Maybe their children are already grown and it seems hopeless that any changes can be made. There is hope because nothing is impossible with God! 
Consider the following steps, regardless of what stage your children are in, and trust God to bring about a change in their lives:

1. Recognize and admit the area of your failure. Ask God to show you where you are weak and be willing to name the problems, i.e., pride, irritability, permissiveness, inconsistency, wrong priorities, etc.
2. Confess them before God and ask for His forgiveness.

3. Prayerfully and lovingly confess it to the family members you have offended and pray they will be forgiving.

4. Ask God to help you change your habits and develop a new plan to correct the old.

5. Have faith that the Holy Spirit will change your life and trust God to correct the wrong you have done to your children.

6. Begin living from this new point in life and not under the guilt of the past.
Keep in mind that our Heavenly Father is even more desirous than you are that you be a successful parent, but you do have to follow His principles.

Don’t be impatient for God to bring about a change! 
Love your children just as they are and wait patiently for God to work in their lives.

