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Revelation 7:1 After this | saw four angels standing at the four corners of
the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, that no wind
might blow on earth or sea or against any tree. 2 Then | saw another
angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living
God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been
given power to harm earth and sea, 3 saying, "Do not harm the earth
or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God
on their foreheads." 4 And | heard the number of the sealed, 144,000,
sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel: 5 12,000 from the tribe of
Judah were sealed, 12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 12,000 from the
tribe of Gad, ¢ 12,000 from the tribe of Asher, 12,000 from the tribe of
Naphtali, 12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh, 7 12,000 from the tribe
of Simeon, 12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 12,000 from the tribe of
Issachar, 8 12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, 12,000 from the tribe of
Joseph, 12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed. ° After this |
looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number,
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white
robes, with palm branches in their hands, 1° and crying out with a
loud voice, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and
to the Lamb!"

11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around
the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their
faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, "Amen!
Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and
power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen." 13
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these,
clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?" 14|
said to him, "Sir, you know." And he said to me, "These are the
ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. *
"Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him
day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will
shelter them with his presence. 16 They shall hunger no more,
neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any
scorching heat. 7 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will
be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living
water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

8:1 When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in
heaven for about half an hour.

Interlude: The Church

“holding back the four winds” vs.1-3

— This is a guarantee of protection for the saints. Calamity is held
off until the saints are sealed.

— Reminds me of the Red Sea being parted for Israel.
The Seal

— A signet ring - depicts God’s ownership and protection
144,000

— 12,000 from each tribe

— Dan not mentioned... instead, Joseph’s son Manasseh is
included.

— Dan fell into idolatry (Judges 18).

— This list is symbolic, representing the complete number of God’s
people.

The Great Multitude

The multitude is another way of speaking about
the saints.

— The tribes point to the church’s Jewish heritage.

— The multitude points to her international character.
“white robes” — purity

“palm branches” - celebration

“out of the great tribulation”

— A general phrase applicable to believers from all
generations from 15t century to today.

Heirs of many promises!

The Seventh Seal Opened

Silence....
Seems a little anti-climactic

Could mean that heaven stands in awe at the
appearance of God.

Could also mean that perfect peace has
arrived. No more calamity. No more suffering.
No more sin.

Seventh seal, like the seventh day, is one of
rest.




