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Have No Fear, The End is Near

A Practical Discussion on the 

Book of Revelation

1.20.10

Revelation 12:1 And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman 
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on 
her head a crown of twelve stars. 2 She was pregnant and was 
crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. 3 And 
another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, 
with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven 
diadems. 4 His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven 
and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the 
woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore 
her child he might devour it. 5 She gave birth to a male child, 
one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her 
child was caught up to God and to his throne, 6 and the 
woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place 
prepared by God, in which she is to be nourished for 1,260 
days. 7 Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels 
fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels 
fought back, 8 but he was defeated and there was no longer 
any place for them in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was 
thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil 
and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world- he was thrown 
down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with 
him. 

• 10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation and 
the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his 
Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown 
down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 11 And they 
have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of 
their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. 12

Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe 
to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great 
wrath, because he knows that his time is short!" 13 And when the 
dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued 
the woman who had given birth to the male child. 14 But the woman 
was given the two wings of the great eagle so that she might fly from 
the serpent into the wilderness, to the place where she is to be 
nourished for a time, and times, and half a time. 15 The serpent 
poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, to sweep 
her away with a flood. 16 But the earth came to the help of the 
woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed the river 
that the dragon had poured from his mouth. 17 Then the dragon 
became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the 
rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God 
and hold to the testimony of Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the 
sea.

The Woman

• We are now in the third, un-numbered cycle 
focusing on 6 symbolic characters and ending 
with the Second coming.

• The Woman
– Early in the chapter, she seems to represent the Old 

Testament church (Israel) giving birth to Christ (see 
Mic. 5:3; Isa. 54:1-4; 66:7-13)

– Later in the chapter, New Testament believers are 
included.

– She is pursued by the dragon and protected by God 
for 1,260 days (recall the Daniel prophecy)

The Dragon

• Clearly identified as Satan (12:9)

• Seven heads
– Power manifested in various ways – Satan works to achieve 

his goals through different means.

– “Seven” – extensive power, many avenues of evil

• “swept a third of the stars”
– He attacks heaven itself, perhaps refers to fallen angels

• Defeated by the work of Christ
– Thrown down to earth

– His ability to accuse is rendered powerless in Christ

– Yet, strife continues until Christ returns

Other notes

• Incidentally, this basic plot line can be found in 

stories from Greek, Roman, and Egyptian 

mythology – All of John’s readers would 

identify with it and find it easier to understand 

the situation of the church.

• Almost all futurists agree with symbolists on 

this vision: it is symbolic of the church’s 

struggle against Satan.


